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What is PRO CARTON?

Pro Carton is the European Association of Carton and Cartonboard manufacturers. It represents members operating 50+ board
machines in over 40 mills across 15 different countries in Europe and the carton converting industry. 

Its purpose is to promote the use of folding cartons and cartonboard to brand owners, the trade, as well as designers, the media,
and policymakers as an economically and ecologically balanced packaging medium, that is renewable, biodegradable, and  a true

leader in circularity.

Pro Carton and the European Carton Makers Association (ECMA), hold the annual and most prestigious award in sustainable
packaging, the European Carton Excellence Award, alongside the Pro Carton Young Designers Award and Pro Carton Student

Video Award. These awards celebrate innovation and sustainable design, attracting thousands of students, universities and
industry professionals each year.



pro cARTON MEMBERS



Folding cartons are small to medium-sized boxes made of cartonboard. They are used to package a wide range of products, from
food – such as cereals, frozen and chilled foods, confectionery, baked goods, tea, coffee and other dry foods – to pharmaceuticals,

cosmetics and more.

Many different types of cartonboard are produced, all of which can be manufactured in different weights (grammages) and
thicknesses.

Cartonboard is renewable, recyclable and biodegradable. It is a truly sustainable packaging material and a perfect example of the
circular economy.

What is cartonboard?



Sustainable forest management

More than 90% sourced from EU forests

European forests are growing by approximately
2%/year

Forest-based sector absorbs >20% of Europe’s GHG
emissions

Collection & recycling

82% recycling rate

Target of 90% by 2030

Cartonboard fibres are resilient

More than 75% of Europe’s fibre-based packaging comes
from recycled paper/board

Over 54m tonnes recycled in 2022

Consumers

High level of trust and confidence in collection
and recycling systems

Recyclability (85%) and renewability (81%)
most relevant packaging features

Increasing demand for sustainable packaging
solutions

Cartonboard and folding carton production

European value creation

24% CO2 reduction cradle-to-grave 2018-21

Efficient use of resources

90% of water returned to the environment after purification

Recirculation of water

62% of renewable energy in operation, and growing

Demonstrating ‘zero-waste’ production

Brand owners

Design for recycling

Packaging the most important touch point

Co-development

Centre of excellence

Pledge 2025

Retailers

Important partner for collection

Pull effect on innovation

Differentiation through sustainable packaging

Increasing share of private label



IN THE MEDIA



MEET THE TEAM

Winfried Muehling
Pro Carton

Katie May
Storm Communications

Danielle Wolstencroft
Storm Communications

Adam Craig
Storm Communications

Olivia Evans
Storm Communications



annual award programme



The Pro Carton Young Designers Award is Europe’s leading annual talent competition for aspiring packaging design.

Focusing exclusively on cartonboard, the award plays an important role in promoting sustainable packaging and innovation
amongst students across Europe. The design competition is free to enter and open to all students enrolled at a European school

or university.

The Pro Carton Young Designers Award is set to once again reveal exceptional ideas, whilst allowing Pro Carton to attract the
next generation into our industry by showing them the benefits of cartonboard and rewarding their creative thinking. Entering

the awards is the perfect platform to network directly with industry experts and kick-start graduate job opportunities. 

For the purpose of the award, Pro Carton has partnered with Metsä and MM Board & Paper to supply cartonboard sheets for
practical design work, free of charge. This process runs in cycles from October to April.

Unearthing the Future of the

Folding Carton Industry



2025 entry

Categories

Creative Cartonboard
Packaging: Food and Drink

Creative Cartonboard
Packaging: All Other

Sustainability

PLUS! 

Public Award



the Brief
•Creative Cartonboard Packaging | Food & Drink: The focus lies on cartonboard as the
most sustainable food and beverages packaging material and its recyclability. Give us a

taste of great design!

•Creative Cartonboard Packaging | All Other – excluding Food & Drink: This category
focuses on using the most sustainable packaging material for non-food packaging. Which

packaging problems are not yet solved? What can be improved? have a look around
yourself and get inspired!

•Sustainability: Show us your ideas as to how cartonboard can reduce or replace plastic
or other less sustainable materials and help us protect nature!

The fourth award category will be the Public Award. The public will have the opportunity
to vote for their favourite designs during the public vote and help determine the Public

Award winner.

The brief is kept as open as possible to allow for maximum creativity in packaging and
cartonboard design. 



What do you need to submit?

Entry name: Give your design a descriptive, memorable, appealing name.

Entry description: Promote your design (max. 150 words). The description is key
so make sure to describe key design features and how it promotes
sustainability/what it replaces.

Select category: Choose the entry category your design fits into. 

Media: Upload up to 5 photos of your design (landscape and portrait).
You can also upload video material too!

Remember, you must create your design and submit photos/videos of it by the deadline. Only the shortlisted entrants
will be notified to send their designs to the in-person judging. Do not send your designs until you have been notified.



Creations must be made mainly of
cartonboard over 200 g/m2

Submissions must be three-dimensional and to
scale

You must include images of your cartonboard
concept and a brief description of the design &
its features

We accept individual and group entries (max. 5
students). Only one person per team needs to
submit the design online.

Your design must be your own idea
and not copied from another source

Entries made from any other material
than cartonboard will be disqualified

Rules



SATKAR GIDDA SANJEEV DAS LOTTE KREKELS HEIDI VANSPAUWEN

Online judging to determine the initial shortlist
of 80 entries.

This is where the photos and videos you submit
make a difference!

Judging Process

In-person judging - the esteemed judging panel of
industry world leaders carefully consider every entry,

testing the functionality, design, and creativity. 

A shortlist is chosen for the Public Vote alongside the
category winners & finalists.

2024 panel:



celebration

Category winners, finalists, and
teachers will be invited on a full
expenses paid trip to attend the
prestigious awards gala held in

Istanbul, Türkiye in September 2025.

recognition
All top entries are promoted across

Pro Carton’s social media with a
follower count of 25,000+ and

winners will be promoted through
marketing & PR in press releases

covered by key trade media.

the ultimate prize

Winners will be invited on a once-in-
a-lifetime training opportunity with

industry leaders to learn more about
the production process of

cartonboard and meet with industry
professionals.

opportunity
The perfect experience, whatever the

outcome, to add to your CV for
prospective employers. Entering the

PCYDA shows your true dedication and
skill to sustainable packaging design.
Just what the industry is looking for! 

Reasons to enter!



30

May

09

May

18 

july

18

SEP

Entries close

The online entry form will
close at midnight.

Initial shortlist

The top entries will be
notified and entries will go
live to Public Vote.

Public vote opens

Whoever gets the most
votes will win the 2025
Public Award.

Awards gala

The winners and finalists
will join us at the
ceremony in Istanbul,
Türkiye.

2025 timeline

Please note, these dates are subject to change



2024 Victory



2024 Recap



Testimonials



Take the challenge!

studentawards@procarton.com
(+44) 020 7240 2444


