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Sustainable forest management Cartonboard and folding carton production

More than 90% sourced from EU forests European value creation

24% CO2 reduction cradle-to-grave 2018-21
European forests are growing by approximately

2%/year Efficient use of resources

90% of water returned to the environment after purification

Forest-based sector absorbs >20% of Europe’s GHG
emissions Recirculation of water

Collection & recycling 62% of renewable energy in operation, and growing

Demonstrating ‘zero-waste’ production

82% recycling rate
Brand owners

Target of 90% by 2030 Design for recycling

Cartonboard fibres are resilient Packaging the most important touch point
More than 75% of Europe’s fibre-based packaging comes

PRO CARTON Co-development
from recycled paper/board

L iVi ng Centre of excellence
Over 54m tonnes recycled in 2022 . .
Circularity Pledge 2025
Consumers Retailers

High level of trust and confidence in collection
and recycling systems

h fii‘f Important partner for collection

Pull effect on innovation

Recyclability (85%) and renewability (81%)
most relevant packaging features

Increasing demand for sustainable packaging =
solutions

Differentiation through sustainable packaging

Increasing share of private label
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Groundbreaking packaging solutions
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winners of the European Carton Excellence

packaging
journal

PRINT & PACKAGING NEWS, COMHENT & ANALYSIS  GERnétic from Alzamora is Carton of the Year
2023

Award 2023

Global Print Monitor

Fresanting the winnars of the Pro Garton
Student Video Award 2023
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The Pro Carton Young Designers
'l?r Award in Seville fashion!
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awarded at the European Carton Excellence

Pro Carton honors young filmmakers in Europe
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European Carton Excellence Award
2023 winners
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“Estamos pmmavinndn la circularidad
con cada metro cuadradeo
de cartén producido”
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"We are promoting circularity with every
square meter of cartonboard produced”
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MEET THE TEAM

Katie May

Winfried Muehling Storm Communications

Pro Carton

Danielle Wolstencrof
Storm Communications

Adam Craig Olivia Evans
Storm Communications Storm Communications
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UNEARTHING THE FUTURE OF THE
FOLDING CARTON INDUSTRY

The Pro Carton Young Designers Award is Europe’s leading annual talent competition for aspiring packaging design.

Focusing exclusively on cartonboard, the award plays an important role in promoting sustainable packaging and innovation
amongst students across Europe. The design competition is free to enter and open to all students enrolled at a European school
or university.

The Pro Carton Young Designers Award is set to once again reveal exceptional ideas, whilst allowing Pro Carton to attract the
next generation into our industry by showing them the benefits of cartonboard and rewarding their creative thinking. Entering
the awards is the perfect platform to network directly with industry experts and kick-start graduate job opportunities.

For the purpose of the award, Pro Carton has partnered with Metsa and MM Board & Paper to supply cartonboard sheets for
practical design work, free of charge. This process runs in cycles from October to April.



02b ENTRY
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2
- CATEGORIES

1

Creative Cartonboard
Packaging: Food and Drink

Creative Cartonboard
Packaging: All Other

Sustainability




THE BRIEF

Creative Cartonboard Packaging | Food & Drink: The focus lies on cartonboard as the
most sustainable food and beverages packaging material and its recyclability. Give us a
taste of great design!

Creative Cartonboard Packaging | All Other - excluding Food & Drink: This category
focuses on using the most sustainable packaging material for non-food packaging. Which
packaging problems are not yet solved? What can be improved? have a look around
yourself and get inspired!

Sustainability: Show us your ideas as to how cartonboard can reduce or replace plastic
or other less sustainable materials and help us protect nature!

The fourth award category will be the Public Award. The public will have the opportunity
to vote for their favourite designs during the public vote and help determine the Public
Award winner.

The brief is kept as open as possible to allow for maximum creativity in packaging and
cartonboard design.



WHAT DO YOU NEED TO SUBMIT?

Entry name: Give your design a descriptive, memorable, appealing name.

Entry description: Promote your design (max. 150 words). The description is key
so make sure to describe key design features and how it promotes
sustainability/what it replaces.

Select category: Choose the entry category your design fits into.

Media: Upload up to 5 photos of your design (landscape and portrait).
You can also upload video material too!

URLRLSL

Remember, you must create your design and submit photos/videos of it by the deadline. Only the shortlisted entrants
will be notified to send their designs to the in-person judging. Do not send your designs until you have been notified.



Creations must be made mainly of
cartonboard over 200 g/m2

Submissions must be three-dimensional and to
scale

You must include images of your cartonboard
concept and a brief description of the design &
its features

We accept individual and group entries (max. 5
students). Only one person per team needs to
submit the design online.

X

Your design must be your own idea
and not copied from another source

Entries made from any other material
than cartonboard will be disqualified



In-person judging - the esteemed judging panel of
industry world leaders carefully consider every entry,
4 testing the functionality, design, and creativity.

Online judging to determine the initial shortlist
of 80 entries.

This is where the photos and videos you submit

ke a diff | A shortlist is chosen for the Public Vote alongside the
make a difrerence:

category winners & finalists.




RECOGNITION

All top entries are promoted across
Pro Carton’s social media with a
follower count of 25,000+ and
winners will be promoted through
marketing & PR in press releases
covered by key trade media.

THE ULTIMATE PRIZE

Winners will be invited on a once-in-
a-lifetime training opportunity with
industry leaders to learn more about
the production process of
cartonboard and meet with industry
professionals.

CELEIBRATION

Category winners, finalists, and
teachers will be invited on a full
expenses paid trip to attend the
prestigious awards gala held in
Istanbul, TUrkiye in September 2025.

OPPORTUNITY
The perfect experience, whatever the
outcome, to add to your CV for
prospective employers. Entering the
PCYDA shows your true dedication and
skill to sustainable packaging design.
Just what the industry is looking for!




09 30 18 18

MAY MAY JULY  SEP

ENTRIES CLOSE INITIAL SHORTLIST PUBLIC VOTE OPENS AWARDS GALA
The online entry form will The top entries will be Whoever gets the most The winners and finalists
close at midnight. notified and entries will go votes will win the 2025 will join us at the
live to Public Vote. Public Award. ceremony in Istanbul,
TUrkiye.

e . Please note, these dates are subject to change
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TESTIMONIALS

“I highly recommendincorporatingthe PCYDA as a

course project for packaging design educators across
Europe—it's an opportunity that bridges education and
industry in the best possible way.

Seda Duman, PCYDA 2024 Creative Cartonboard
Packaging: Food & Drink Winner - Teacher

The Awards Gala in Berlin was a wonderful experience. We really
enjoyed meeting other designers and hearing different
perspectives on packaging design. The event itself was well-
organized, and we appreciated the chance to connect with

people who are passionate about the same things.

It’s a great opportunity to get your work out there and see what
others are doing in the field. Plus, it helps you build connections
that could be helpful down the road.

Barbara Liubek-Kacperczykand Elvira Alm Andersson, PCYDA
2024 Judges Award Winners

“Participating in the PCYDA was an overwhelmingly positive experience forus.
We met many wonderful people and gained fascinating insights into the carton
and folding carton industry!

The Training Days were incredibly valuable to us, as they provided not only
interesting insights into carton production but also the chance to explore
Turnhoutand Belgrade.

After this experience, we highly recommend that all young designers take the
opportunity to explore sustainable packaging concepts and participate in the
Pro Carton Young Designers Award. It’s definitely worth it!

Adrian Breindl, Luisa Rausch & Luka Vogt, PCYDA Creative Cartonboard
Packaging - All Other Winners

The experience is very valuable, offering deep insights into the
industry while fostering personaland professional growth. It’s
a unique opportunity to challenge yourself, gain new
perspectives, and develop your skills in a supportive and
inspiring environment.

Inti-Fillipa Crespin, PCYDA 2024 Sustainability Award
Winner - Student
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studentawards@procarton.com
(+44) 020 7240 2444




